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ISRAELI LAWS, POLICIES, AND PRACTICES THAT HAVE DISTINCT 

CHARACTERISTICS OF APARTHEID AGAINST PALESTINIANS

 Jewish Nation-State Law

 "Ban on Family Unification" - Citizenship and Entry into Israel Law (Temporary Order)

 Law to Revoke Citizenship and Permanent Residency

States should recommend Israel to:

 Repeal the Jewish Nation-State Law, the Ban on Family Reunification, the Law for Revocation of 

Citizenship or Residency, and all discriminatory laws and policies that have distinct characteristics of 

apartheid. 



USE OF LETHAL AND EXCESSIVE FORCE AGAINST PALESTINIANS

 Since 1948, the Israeli police and other armed forces have continued to use excessive and lethal force 

against Palestinians who hold Israeli citizenship, including peaceful protestors.

 2022 was one of the deadliest year for Palestinians in the occupied West Bank, with 154

Palestinians killed, including 36 children. 

 In the occupied Gaza Strip, since its last review, Israel carried out two large-scale military 

operations, killing hundreds of Palestinians—most of whom civilians—and targeting, damaging, or 

destroying thousands of civilian objects.

 In addition to two military offensives, during the reporting period Israeli forces also targeted 

thousands of Palestinian civilians in the course of Gaza’s Great March of Return.

States should recommend Israel to:

 End the use of excessive and lethal force against Palestinians and ensure that rules of

engagement permit such force only as a last resort, where the person targeted poses an

imminent threat to life.

 Comply with the basic principles of international humanitarian law regulating the conduct of

hostilities—including distinction, proportionality, and precaution—and stop indiscriminate

and disproportionate attacks and direct targeting of Palestinian civilians and civilian objects.



LACK OF ACCOUNTABILITY AND PERPETUATING IMPUNITY

 Israel has systematically failed to conduct thorough, effective,

independent, and impartial investigations of suspected perpetrators of

serious violations and crimes committed against the Palestinian people,

including those committed during the Great March of Return and its successive

military assaults on Gaza.

 Our long engagement with the system and the output of the system itself evidence

that its primary function is to shield Israeli troops, military commanders,

and government leaders from criminal responsibility, making the State

decisively unwilling or unable to act in accordance with international law.

States should recommend Israel to:

 End the State’s policy of awarding near-blanket impunity to police officers and other

State officials, halt all attempts to codify this impunity, and investigate all reported

incidents of excessive use of force.

 Ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC), fully align its

national legislation with all of the obligations under the Statute, and fully cooperate

with the Office of the Prosecutor as it carries out its investigation and other

international accountability mechanisms, including the UN Commission of Inquiry.
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