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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF TIMOR- LESTE TO
THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
IN GENEVA

i o 19”‘ Sessmn of the Human R:ghts Councni

«

ConSIderatuon of the Report of the Working. Group s on the Umversal Periodic Revrew of
" Timor-Leste
16 March 2012

Timor-Leste’s Response to the Recommendations .
Ambassador Joaguim da Fonseca

A Thank You Madam Presudent

. In the course of the interactive dialogue on Its Natlonal Report, Timor-Leste accepted 88 out o
of 125 recommendations addressed to it,-and rejected one recommendatlon The decrsnon ,
on the remaining recommendatlons were deferred After careful deliberation the Councrl of,. _.
Mlnisters decnded fo accept most of the 36, recommenda’cions Some. recommendations

were not accepted

Timor-Leste reiterates its commltment to the mpIementatron of the recommendatlons

w,whes to, mform the Councnl of ItS resh

hlch I_have already.been accepted and

* remaining recommendations.

i

Response to the'Recommendations

The 36 recom'mendations concern several categories,', including .ratifiCation and

lmpIementation of mternatlonaI human rights mstruments, harmonization of the do.mestic

legal framework with mternatlonal human rights standards fulfilment of treaty reportmg

obligations, addressing past human rlghts abuses and cooperation W|th the UN Human__
~ rights bodies and mechanisms. A number of recommendatlons faII under none these '

categorles, and will be addressed lndIVIduaIIy

Timor-Leste accepts all recommendatlons related to ratlflcation of international human‘

rights treaties. Timor~Leste recognlzes that the rat!ﬂcation of mternatlonal human rights
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ifstrinientsand theltincorpbration ™ ’lh’t‘b““‘“t’h’e" dotnestic -legal” order ‘contribiites” tor

strengthenmg the national system for the protection and promotron of human rights Timor-
., Leste is also aware that good laws are as ‘good as the mstltutlons and people who |
imiplement them. Currently, the Government of Timor-Leste is focussmg-on‘ mstltutlonal ‘
strengthening a'ncl human re\sources development. Gradually, as the country continues: to
develop its laws and pohmes lt |s presented with new opportunltles to expand its
ratlﬂcatlon of mternatlonal human rlghts instruments.. Last year, Timor-Leste adopted the
National Disability Policy. This step will be followed by the ratlflcatlon of the Conventioh on-‘"
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities sh‘ortly Timor-teste also intends to ratify the Optional |
Protocol to the Conventlon agamst Torture and other Cruel, lnhuman or Degradmg '
. Treatment or Pumshment (OP CAT) the first Optlonal Protocol to the International
~ Covenant on Civil and Polltlcal nghts and the Optional Protocol tothe Internatronalf«
Covenant on Economlc Social and Cultural nghts No fixed schedule has been determmed i
for the rat|f|cat|on of these instruments. lt is hoped that the process for the ratlflcatlon of
these instruments can-be flnallzed wnthm the next legislatlve perlod in the meantlme, as
. mandated by the Constltutlon, Tlmor-Leste undertakes to make all efforts to ‘bring its

- existing natlonal leglslatlons into line W|th mterna’uonal human rlghts standards

Recommendatlons 10 11 20 and 26 are relatedto the enactment or amendment of_

Tlmorese Domestlc Laws lam pleased to lnform the Counul that Tlmor~Leste s Draft Law on

‘(Traffl.ckmg in Person has been submltted to the Councnl of Mrmster for dellberatlon Smce o

Tlmor-Leste will be holdmg PreS|dent|al -and Legislative electrons consecutlvely durlng the .
‘perlod of March to June 2012, it is inevitable that leg:slatzve processes will experience
delays. However it is expected that the Draft Law on Traffnckmg will be approved by the
Council of Mlmsters and submltted to the Parllament at the begmmng of the next legislative
period. Another rmportant piece of leglslatlon namely the Draft Law on the Execution of
Penal Sanctions, is also in the pipeline. This law seeks to regulate, among others, the

|mplementat|on of Pre5|dent|al pardons

(

It was recommended that't,he National’ Commission on Children’s Rights be empowered to
receive cornplaints Timor-Leste values the importance-of robust oversight mechanisms for
human rights. However, it needs to first develop institutions’ and policies aimed at the :

)fulfllment protectlon and promotlon of human rights. A priority for Timor-Leste in the effort -




-~-itor-strengthen ~th e-protection= of ~the-rights - of’- rthe‘?’ch ild-is--to--imp rove"--fi'nten-ra gency" * Sarst -

coordination and the strateglc implementation of multi-disciplinary actions in this"area This

. requlre’sthat the National Commission-be lnforporated into the executive: structure of the
Government -and not to be separated from it. Trmor~Leste has a National ‘Human Rights.

SRR S .lnstltutlon (NHRl), namely the Provedorra de Direitos ‘Humanos e Justrga (Ofﬁce ‘of the

"Ombudsman for Human nghts and Justice), which is empowered to deal wrth complamts,

= including those related to children’s rights.

Recommendation was also made for Timor-Leste to repeal laws which discrir’ni‘nate againSt

“women. The Constltutron of Tlmor-Leste guarantees equal rights -and: obllgatrons between

women and men. There are no Laws in Trmor-Leste whrch are mtended to drscrlmmate on

the basis of gender. Trmor Leste has an effectlve Constltutlonal Revrew mechamsm which

.ensures the compatrblllty of laws wrth the. Constltutron The exrstlng inequalities- between‘ :
- women- and men in Tlmor-Leste have. not resulted from the appllcatlon of laws Timor-Leste
is maklng a concerted effort to narrow the gap through the rmplementatlon of varrous'

polrcres The Secretarlat of State for the Promotien of Equality, which answers drrectly to the

"'Prrme Mlnlster, is specrfrcally tasked to devise programs and policies, and to advrse other

' Government-agencres Il‘l the formulation. of therr programs and polncres, to combat gender

related mequalltles The latest electoral law requrres pol|t|cal partles to include. a mlmmum A

le islatlye electrons.

P

_ ,-of one woman m three of their candi ates fo th
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Trmor-Leste is a party to a number of core human nghts treaties. However, it has only

submrtted its reports for two treatles From the- experrence of elaborating the Initial reports

. for CRC and CEDAW, Tlmor-Leste found that treaty reporting can be: qunte a cumbersome

exercrse, notwrthstandlng the, enormous beneflts it brings. Desprte these challenges, Timor-
Leste continues to make all efforts to comply with |ts obhgatrons to submit reports on the
-'|mplementat|on of the human rlghts treatles to which it is a party To ‘this end, Tlmor-Leste

“has recently. established a combmed Task-Force for treaty reportmg, under the auspices of

the Mlmstry of Justlce and the l\/llnrstry of Forelgn Affarrs Trmor—Leste welcomes the efforts

to srmpllfy the mechanlsms for treaty reportmg, and expresses its readlness to partlcrpate in

~ the process. The 'proposal from the Human Rights Commrttee for a questionnaire based -

reporl:lng is most welcome. Itis encouraging that several other treaty bodies are also

’dlscussmg ways to llghten the burden of treaty reporting on State Parties:




Procedures of the Human Rights Council. l\/Iore specifically, rt is recommended that Timor-

. contrlbutlon to the pollcy dlalogues in Timor-Leste. Timor-Leste is of the view that in order

~ Leste extends a standlng anItatlon to the Special Procedure Timor-Leste highly values the -~

‘ contrlbutlons of the Special Procedures of the Human Rzghts Council. Slnce 2002, Tlmor- S
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" Several 3"té‘tfd?h"ﬁ’féndaf i’o‘ﬁ's“"‘co‘n‘f:'é‘tn"‘“ “Timor:Léste’s o b’l‘igation o' cooperate “with--Speciaf-+ -

_for the Special Proceduremandate holders to make the most.of country mls'5|on‘there shall ="

be a good coordlnatlon between the receiving state and the Special Procedures For Tlmor-

Leste at thlS stage, a good coordmatlon can be guaranteed by organising the country

missions on an ad hoc and case by case baszs o o

Three recommendatlons are-related to me_asures to address past human rights: violations.. -

of the Commrssuon for Reception, Truth and Reconcmatlon (CAVR) and the Commrss»on of

recommendatlons to Tlmor-Leste, which have all been tmplemented They inclide referral

of the list of alleged perpetrators compiled by CAVR to the Offtce of the General Prosecutor, o

and the preservatlon of evidence gathered by the CAVR. .

,Spe‘ciflcreference:wasmade to the follow-‘up; and i'mplementation of the re‘commendatiOns R

Truth and Frnendshlp (CTF) With regards to justlce, the CAVR addressed two

Other recommendatlons of CAVR addressed to Timor-Leste are related to  reparation,

'protectlon for the rights of the vulnerable people, and laws. and institutions which promote

" and protect human rlghts Since the pubhcatron of the report of CAVR, vanous pohcnes and

programs have been put in place to lmplement these’ recommendatlons

As my delegatlon stated ona separate occasnon durmg the course of the 19" Session of the

Human nghts Council, Tlmor—Leste is working closely with the Government of the Repubhc .

- of lndonesna to implement the recommendatlons of the CTF.

Tlmor-Leste is aware of the backiog of cases, both in the courts as Well as the Prosecutor’s
Office. The entire justice system needs further strengthemng in order for it-to dellverjustlce
in a fair and timely manner. Measures have been taken to strengthen the mves’ugatuon

capacrty of the Prosecutor’s Office, recruit, train and assign more personnel to various

positions w|th|n the Justlce system, among others. However, there is no evidence which |

w

Leste has received. a number. of Special Procedure :mandate holders, and apprecuates thelr LRI

o teceptton and: ‘reconciliation, -promotion “and protectlon of-human l'lE-ht*s «xm ﬁallnspemal;—:t-~‘~--z~\;‘-- -




- correlates the salary Ievels of the Public Prosecutors and- Publlc Defenders -with-the-backlog:
of cases. Timor-Leste therefore does not see the increase of salary as-a solutron to the

- problem of pending cases in th,E'TImOFESE'-CObl‘,tS.

One recommendatlon was made for Timor-Leste to Strengthen the Government response to
| mndents of V|olence agalnst members of mlnorlty rellglous groups. Every . person ’s freedom

A of conscuence, rellglon and WOl‘Shlp is guaranteed in Timor-Leste. Tlmor-Leste does not

establlsh a class:flcatlon of relrglous denomlnatlons on the basrs of the number of their -

' ',upon the right to freedom of rellglon and worshlp shall acqurre smmedlate attention from -
law enforcement authorities. As the country is addressmg numerous lssues mherent to its.
newness as an mdependent state, there have been incidents where problems such as those

related to claims -of land ownershlp have manlfested themselves in -conflicts ' among

members of commumtres. There have been caseswhere confllctmg parties happen to -

~ profess different faiths. These incidents are mere critninal acts, ‘and have been swiftly -

g followers Nevertheless, Tlmor—Leste agrees on prmcnple that any action Wthh mfrmges e

investlgated, Any attempt to depict such incidents as religious conflicts represents a lack of '

' knowledge of the real situation, or is a-flagrant mlsrepresentatlon'of facts.
lmplementation ofbthe UPR recommendations '

At thlS stage, Trmor-Leste does not have a specn°|c program or plan desrgnated to lmplement

et e ST e

'-the accepted UPR recommendatlons Nevertheless, programs whlch satlsfy the objec’clves

~of the accepted recommendatlons are found in the Natlonal Strategic Development Plan -

: 2011 2030 and annual plans of dlfferent Mlmstrles

. Conclusion

D

The ‘Universal Periodic Review has provided an opportunity for Timor—Leste to deeply:

examine its domestic'system of promotion and protection of human'rights This exercise of

self-dlagnOSls conflrmed certain assumptlons but also revealed new issues with regards to

' human rlghts SItuatlon in Trmor—Leste

- We ap'preciate the.cOllaborative spirit and empathy of all _delegations which participated in -

‘the consideration of Timor-Leste’s National Report. We thank you for your contributi;ons,
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and“wWehgpe to- coun_’c‘""'O'ri“““VOur" tontinding*-cooperation inthe~implemeéntation=of-thegmm- -

recommendations we have accepted.

* I would like to thank the President of the Humanv Rights Council for her leadership, and the
'Membel,"s States vof\',the Human Council for .their active participation. We also than'k‘

“members of the Troika for their'support through’ou,t the process of consideration.of Timor-".. -

Léste’s_,Natio{na,I Report.




