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THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LAWYERS AND JURISTS (R.A,)

Human Rights Council 25" Session
_ Item 6 — Isracl UPR
NGO: IAJL] - The International Association of Jewish Lax%zyets and Jurists

Representative delivering the statement: Adv. Tom Gal

Thank you Mt. President, .

The International Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists has read the repost submitted
by Istael to this Council as well as the final version drafted by the Working Group. We have adso
attended the Interactive Dialogue with Isracl’s representatives, held‘ last October. We Wisfl_ to -
commend the working group for its Wérk as well as Tsrael for its decision to patticipate in the UPR

-ptocess and retain its cooperation With the Cogncil In many aspects, [srael teport teveals the
‘considetation of “tecommendations given by states in its 'last teview, as well as their
implementation. Sﬁme aspects.on the other hand, should be further improved. .

Howevei', we choose to dedicate our statement not to those aspects in need of
improvement, but rather to the non-constructive criticism and remarks made by many 's.tates during
the Interactive Dialogue. These are a teflection of a 'political agenda' that ignores the role of the
UPR .ptocess — to promote the protection of Human Rights. Many states that have attended the
Interactive Dlalogue preferred to refer in their statements to Israel’s “aggress:{on” to its policy of

“occupation” and to the human rights situation in the Occupled Palestinian tetritories. Indeed, a
thorough and comptehensive report should include a review of the human rights situation in all the
tetritoties under Istael’s control. Israel’s repott did include such references. But it cannot be the
sole putpose, aim and center of the UPR process.- '

Beside the population living in the OP'I, thete ate mote than seven million citizens in
Israel, all of them deserve that the. UPR process will be concetned with the‘ promotion of their
human rights. Moreoﬁer‘, this upcoming Monday, a one day long discussion will be dedicated to the
~ human rights éimation in the OPT, held under Ttem 7. True, the existence of such Item on the
agenda does not excmpt Istael from including all relevant information on the matter in its UPR
report, but its exlstence does enable the UPR process to focus first and forémost on othel Israeli
| citizens and ttht: protection. We ate dlsappomted that political agenda has affected ‘rhe UPR.-
process, as we beheve it is of great importance. We hope that in the future, the Council’s platform
will be better used to the promotion of human rights of all persons under Israel’s jurisdiction, as is

occutring in the UPR process of othet States.
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